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7 he God that 4 bene 
by Fire, let Him be 


God. 


Is was an Appeal made 
by the Prophet Elijah to 

the People of Iſrael, before 
the idolatrous Prieſts of 
Baal. Their Religious Sen- 
timents had been ſo deeply corrupted by 
the Apoſtacy of Ahab and Fezebel, to 
the Worſhip of Idols, notwithſtanding 
the repeated Wonders which the moſt 
575 God had wrought for them, from 
Moſes to that Time, notwithſtanding 
that the Example of David, and. the 
Temple of Solomon, were, one freſh in 
their Memories. the other a conſpicuous 
Monument rais'd to their Divine Law, 
B to 


6 The Progftichs of Hell Fire. 
to the Majeſty and Sanctity of Fehonah;. 
that they even tall'd for a new Proof, 


ſupreme Law-giver'? "Elijah only re- 


. fewereth by Fire, let Him be God. It 


* 


which was the true God, Baal or their 


main'd a Prophet of the Lord; but 
Baal's Prophets were Four Hundred and 
Fifty Men: Here was a large Majority; 
ſo that if moſt Voices were the Truth, 
Bad was to be declard the true God, 
Four Hundred and Fifty to one Elijah. 

Tur Teſt of the Diſpute, at their 
own Choice, was, The Cod that an- 


had been a Miracle not forgot (tho' the 
Rememizrance of it in thoſe corrupt 
Times was almoſt a Miracle) that the 
Fire of Heaven fell on the Sacrifice of 
the Altar in ſeveral Inſtances, as an Evi- 
dence that it was accepted by the God 
of Heaven, and that he who thus amaz- 
ingly, and in a ſupernatural Manner, 
anſwer d by Fire, was the true God; 
to him be Glory and Dominion for ever. 

TrzrE is ſomething very ſingular in 


God's fo frequently diſplaying himſelf 


under Appearances of Fire, and em- 
pioying that Term fo often to expreſs 
his Force and Vengeance on Offenders. 
It has given me to examine that Point 
more nearly; Puniſhment by Fire is 


threatend in another World; it has 


: N been 


F 


The Prognoſticks of Hell Fire. 7 
been Matter of Debate, whether that 
will be material and real Fire; or whe- 
ther that Word be only an Emblem of 
Pain. The Terror is ſufficient and a- 
wakening enough, if the Torture of Hell 
will be equal to that of material Fire; 
for if the Fire be ſuppos'd not real, yet 
if the Anguiſh be the ſame, where is the 
Difference? | 

Bu x moſt talk with more Heat, than 
Light on this Subject, and therefore we 
ſhould take in all the Information we can 
diſcover to clear it: The Pain of Fire 
is a very uneaſy Senſation from a violent 
Agitation of the inward Parts of any 
Subſtance ; He that imagines he is bur- 
ning, is really ſo, becauſe his Fancy is 
ſo violently agitated as to give him the 
Impreſſion of Fire. He that made the 
Soul, can he not make the Soul ſenſible 
of what Pain he pleaſes? A ſtrong Fit 
of a Fever, or the Plague, is a Fire ; 
thoſe are from the Providential Hand of 
God : if God therefore ſhall create an 
Eternal Fever, or Peſtilence, or the I- 
magination of either, that is ſtrictly and 
properly Fire Eternal ; and the whole 
Queſtion is ſhorten'd by this Reflection, 
That he, who thinks he is burning, or is 
in a moſt acute Fit of the Stone, wou'd 
not be very fond to diſpute which Pain 
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8 7 — of Hell Fire. 
was greateſt, a real Fire in that Part, 
or the Fancy, or the Fit. There are 
Inflammations in the Body as painful as 
real outward Fire, and there are Inflam- 
mations in the Soul as painful as in the 
Body ; all Pain, indeed, reſiding oy 
perly in the Sou. 
Hk muſt be a very ſubtle Logician, 
who could diſtinguiſh away the Pain of 
one deſpairing on his Death Bed, and 
thinking he was in Hell Fire, from real 
Fire : let him take his Choice ; either 
is ſuffcient Torture: And he muſt be a 
very refin d Sophiſter, who can perſuade 
a poor miſerable Frantic, who raves on 
the Thought that he is damn'd, and that 
he feels the Fire of Hell, that it is not 
material Fire; where is the Uſe, the 
Comfort of this Argument 2? if the Tor- 
ment be the ſame ; it is the Senfation, 
not the Cauſe, that is the Miſery ; and 
a Fever is as grievous, whether a Heat 
or a Cold oecaſion'd it. | 

M Propoſition is therefore that the 
Senſation of Hell-Fire is real Fire, whe- 
ther in itſelf Material, or not : He that 
made all the Faculties of Thought and 
Perception, cannot he impreſs what Pain, 
or Mode of it, he pleaſes on thoſe Fa- 
culties? and if there be greater Evidence 
that the Senſe of burning will be im- 
preſs'd 
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preſs d on a damn'd Soul, than the con- 
trary, is not that a Reaſon to determine 
our Actions? Speak not of Words, 
Material or Immaterial, but of Things, 
of the 18 and the kind of Pain, 


Speak not of abſolute and unlimited 
Demonſtration, but of the greater Degree 
of Demonſtration, on one fide, than the 
other ; argue not againſt the Eternity of 
the Woe, but tell me when it will end; 
or whether ſome Years Sins be a Counter- 
poiſe to the leaſt Probability or Hazard 
of Eternal, or of more, or the ſame 
Number of Years entire Pain ; while 
yet you are uncertain, when they will 
be concluded, and the very Word Eter- 
nal ſo often us'd on this Head 'gives you 
more Cauſe to fear it will be ſo, than 
_ otherwiſe. This is the ſtrict Merits of 
the Queſtion of Hell-Fire; and as I be- 
fare propos'd to take in all the Light L 
could in relation to it, I will here pro- 
duce ſome Reaſons, taken from receiv'd 
Facts, and authentic Hiſtory, in Proof, 
that there will be a Puniſhment in the 
other World by real or material Fire. 
Turk are ſeveral Prognoſticks of 
this Point, that. God, the Author, of Na- 
ture, and the Judge of Mankind, will 
execute his final Judgment for the Im- 
N Breach of his Laws, by a 122 


** 
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Torture : He has prepar'd and alarm'd 
us to expect this, by a Chain of Notices, 
ſuited to his uſual Methods of proceed- 
ing in other Important Articles: When 
a great Event was prophecy d, others 
led the Way to it: Prophecies and 
Types introduc d Jeſus Chriſt ; the Types 
themſelves were a kind of Prophecies, 
in Emblem and Figure: 'There never 
were Predictions of any very weighty 
Affair, but there were likewiſe Images 
of it exposd before to confirm them. 
Thus we find the Predictions of Hell- 
Fire confirm'd by Types; Subſtantial 
Prognoſticks; repeated in ſeveral Ages 
and Places, and viſibly tending from 
Time to 'Time, to confirm the final Ex- 
pectation of it. 

Txt firſt Prognoſtic of it, is the 
Tempeſt of Fire that fell upon Sodom, 
and the Cities of the Plain: 2 Per. ii. 
6. tells us, they were turn'd into Aſhes, 
and made an Enſample unto thoſe, who 
ſhould afterwards live ungodly. On 
theſe the Majeſty of God deſcended in 
Fire to deſtroy them; the Lord rain'd 
upon them Brimſtone and Fire from the 
Lord out of Heaven; and the Smoak of 
the Country was as the Smoak of a 
Furnace. 
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Wx learn from the Reports of Tra- 
vellers, that ſeveral Countries conſiſt of 
a Matter or Soil in it ſelf very Combuſti- 
ble. The Plains of this Region were 
f11'd with Bitumen; the Fire of Hea- 
ven falling on theſe Veins, ſoon com- 
municated their Heat to the whole 'Ter- 
ritory, conſum'd all Things, and form'd 
the Lake Aſphaltites, or the Dead Sea. 
ST. Jude, in this Epiſtle, v. 7. calls 
this Fire which deſtroy'd Sodom, Eter- 
nal; that is, ſuch a one, whoſe Foot- 
ſteps ſhould always remain. The Au- 
thor of the Book of J/iſdom ch. x. 6. 
tells us, that Lot fled from the Fire, 
which fell down on the five Cities ; of 
whoſe Wickedneſs, even to this Day, 
the waſte Land that ſmoaketh is a Teſti- 
mony, and Plants bearing Fruit, that 
never come to Ripeneſs; and a ſtanding 
Pillar of Salt is a Monument of an Un- 
believing Soul. 6, | | 
Even profane Hiſtory has preſerv'd 

to us ſeveral Monuments of the Over- 
throw of theſe Cities. Tacitus, the 
Roman Hiſtorian, affirms, that they 
might ſee in his Time the Marks of 
tnat Combuſtion ; Phils the Jew, at- 
teſts the ſame, with Dꝛodorus of Sicily, 
Pliny, Stralo, ancient Writers, and 
Heathens, concur in the ſame * 

| an 


the Moderns, Biſſelins has deſcrib'd' 
the Traces that are left of this Fire, in 
his Book of illuſtrious Ruins, and many | 

Travellers have obſerv'd the like; eſpe- 

cially a famous one from Aleppo to IN | 
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and confirm that of the Bible. Among 


riufalem. 
'Ovx bleſſed Lord has already ap- 


ply'd this Divine Judgment, Matt. ii. 
20. Thou, Capernaum, which are 
lifted up to Heaven, ſhall be thrown 
down to Hell; for if the mighty Works, 
which have been done in thee, had been 
done in Sodom, it would have reniain'd 


to this Day: Therefore I ſay unto thee, 


it ſhall be more tolerable for Sodom in 
the Day of udgment, than for thee. 
Our Puniſhment ſhall be more Severe 
then the fiery Fall of theſe Cities, in 
Proportion to our greater Advantages 
under the Goſpel, and all the Authority 
of the Heavenly Doctrine, if we con- 


tinue Impenitent. This was literally 
fulfill'd on Capernaum, which was re- 


duc'd to Aſhes by Solymanl. the Tur- 
kiſh Emperor, and in the Place of it, 
only a few Hutts remain to this Day. 
This - prov d, tho Heaven and Earth 
paſs'd away, yet the Words. of our Lord 7 


ſhall not paſs away. | 
Tar 
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TRE ſecond Prognoſtic of a fiery 
' Puniſhment in the other World, is the 
Deſcent of God in Fire on Mount Sinai 
to diſpenſe his ſacred Law; to intimate 
what would follow the Diſobedience of 
it; the whole Mount quaked greatly, 
and the Smoak thereof aſcended as the 
Smoak of a Furnace. Exod. xix. God 
came down in a thick Cloud, with 
Thunders, Lightnings, and the Trum- 
pet, and ſpoke out of the midſt of the 
Fire. | | 

Ir was, indeed, no unuſual Pretence 
of many, that they convers'd with God; 
Zoroafter in the Eaſt, Lycureus in 
Greece, Numa in Rome, Seleucus in 
Aſia, and Mahemet in Arabia, had 
that Pretenſion; and the Jews were ſo 
unbelieving, that they might obje& to 
this of Moſes. But to remove all Diffi- 
culty, God deſcended and ſpoke to Moſes: 
in a Manner ſo aſtoniſhing, and incon- 
teſtable, that it was a Proverb among 
the Jews, Ve know that God ſpoke to 
Moſes from the midſt of the Fire. 

TH1s was the moſt pompous and 
dreadful Sight that ever ſtruck the Eyes 
| of Man: Moſes himſelf trembled at it. 
In giving this Law, God would appear 
ſenſibly in his full Glory, and by ſtriking 
the Body, the Senſes, the Imagination, 

pre- 
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prepare the Way for engaging the Sou! 
more compleatly, by the Meſſiah, in the 
Sweetneſs of his Invitations, the Excel- 
lence of his Doctrine, and the Spiritual 
Luſtre of his whole Diſpenſation. 

AN p, Heb. ii. 2. we are let into the 
Uſe of this Article, if the Word ſpoken 
by Angels, their Miniſtry as Attendant 
on God at Sinai, was ſtedfaſt, how 
ſhall we eſcape, if we neglect ſo great 
Salvation, which was firſt begun to be 
ſpoken by the Lord, and was confirm'd 
to us by thoſe that heard 8 

A third Preſage of a future fiery 
Puniſhment is in the devouring of Nadab 
and Abihu by the Fire from the Pre- 
ſence of the Eternal, when they offer'd 
unhallow'd Incenſe ; ſuch as was not 
commanded : Theſe were Spectators of 
the Divine Appearance on the Holy 
Mountain, with the other Elders and 
Chiefs of the Tribes. 

Ir is ſaid, Leit. ix. that a miracu- 
lous Fire ifluing from the Preſence of 
God, that is, either immediately from 
Heaven, or from the Cloud that continu- 
ally lodg'd over the Tabernacle, con- 
ſum'd the firſt burnt Offerings of Aaron. 
God likewiſe expreſsly ordain'd that 
the Fire on the Altar ſhould never be 
extinguiſh 'd; that is, the wonderful Fire, 

that 
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that confirm'd in ſo ſhining a Manner 
the Inſtallation of Aaron, and his Sons, 
muſt be carefully maintain'd. At this 
perpetual Fire Aaron was to light the 
Incenſe he ofter'd to God, in the moſt 
holy Place, on the Day of Atonement, 
It is moſt probable, this Fire of Nad 
and Abihu was what was not lighted at 
the Altar, and therefore was forbidden. 
Ir was necetlary that the Profana- 
tion of ſo auguſt a Ceremony ſhould be 
puniſh'd in a Manner as Exemplary. 
One of the Heralds of the Goſpel began 
his Miniſtry by a Stroke like that of | 
Lightening on Ananias and Supphira; | | 
the Vengeance of his Word was Mor- 4 
tal, and the Death of the two perfidious 
Diſciples ſeal'd his Apoſtleſhip, 
Nadab and Abi had the Privilege 
to ſee God, in the Symbols of his Mani- 
feſtation, and live: Therefore at the In- 
ſtant of their Profaneneſs they were con- 
ſum'd. A Vapour ſubtle and inflam'd 
penetrated their Bodies, without leaving 
a Trace on their Garments, and they 
dy 'd before the Lord. From this Ex- 
ample the Jews took the Cuſtom of 
ſtrangling thoſe they condemn'd to the 
Flames. „ 
1H Ts is an everlaſting Signal to us 
5 to approach our God in Reverence, and 
© 3 8 
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Godly Fear, for he is a conſuming Fire: 
Thus the Writer to the Hebrews ex- 
horts; tho' he deals with us in a more 
kind and gracious Way under Chriſt, 
yet his ſtrict Juſtice will avenge it ſelf 
on the Deſpiſers of his Grace, and tho' 
not at preſent, in ſo ſenſible, yet ſome- 
time, in a more awful Manner. | 

Ir might be made a Type of a fiery 
Scourge in the other World, Numb. ii. 6. 


when on the Murmurs of the People, the 
Lord ſent fiery Serpents among them, 


which deſtroy'd them ; that is, Serpents 
whoſe Morſure produc'd Inflammations 
which were deadly to ſome, and caus'd 


exceſſive Pains to others. But this will 


not be thought a Symbol of material 
Fire ; it not being imagind by ſome, 
that the ſame Pain is ſufficient, without 
an outward Fire ; and therefore no far- 
ther Notice ſhall here be taken of it. 
Bur the Holy Ghoſt has afforded 
more Omens of Hell Fire, in the Miſhon 
and Character of the Prophet Elijah: 
when he fitting on the Top of a Hill 
was commanded by a Captain of Fifty, 
detach'd by the King, to come down; 
at his Word, Fire came down from 
Heaven, and conſum'd him and his 
Fifty, Ihe ſame was repeated on ano- 
ther, 
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ther, .advancing with the like Commiſ- 
08. - ;-- - . 125 
TAE Prophet ſeem'd to have the 


Empire of that Element; he brought 


the holy Fire from Heaven to conſume 
the Water in the Trench: The Perfrans 
 worſhip'd the Fire, firſt in open, and 
then in cover'd Fire-Temples ; it is 
thought from ſome Tradition of this 
Nature, Hence was deriv'd the Veſtal 
Fire, and the ſepulchral Lamps of the 
Antients,. ever burning, A Fire like- 
wiſe appear d to Elijah, but God was 
not there, not by his gracious and pe- 
culiar Preſence; that is ſome Figure of 
the Unhappineſs to come. And to ſhew 
the greater Poignancy of the Argument 
in what is deſign'd, not only for the Prin- 
ciple of Life, Vigour, and Comfort to us, 
but that it is often employ d by the Mercy 
of God to ſave and defend his Servants: 
Elijah was aſſum'd to Heaven in a 
Chariot, and with Horſes of Fire, and 
his Succeſſor E/ihah was ſurrounded 
with Numbers of the like, a blazing 
Guard on the Mountain, when the E- 
nemy was ſmitten with Blindneſs, and 
miſled to &amaria. 

Bou r another is ſet forth in the De- 
feat of Sennacherib's Army, in which 
Eighty- nine Thouſand Men were _ 

Fo y 
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by the deſtroying Angel: the Jewiſh 
Tradition explains this by a Tempeſt of 
Fire, and Torrent of Sulphur, pour'd 
from above, by the Angelic Miniſtry. 


Thus Ja. i. 10, 16. Under his Glory 


be ſhall kindle a burning : the light 
of Iſrael ſhall be for a Fire, and his 
holy One for a Flame ; it ſhall devour 
his Thorns aud his Briers in one 
Day ; it ſhall conſume his Foreſt, bis 
| fruitful Field, both Sou! and Body. 


And, xxix. 30. Thou ſhalt be viſited | 
with Thunder, Tempeſt, and devour- 


ing Fire: And, xxx. 30. The Lord 


ſhall ſhew the Lighting down of his 


Arm, with the Indignation of his An- 
ger, and with Flame : thro his Voice 
ſhall the Aſſyrian be beaten down ; for 
Tophet 7s ordain'd of old, even for the 
King, that is, of Aſſyria, it is prepar d; 


ge hath made it deep and large, the 


Pile thereof is Fire and much Mood; 


the Breath of the Lord, like a Stream 


of Brimſtone, doth kindle it. # 
TAE Prophet here alludes to the 

Cuſtom of keeping a continual Fire in 

the Valley of Tophet or Hinnom, which 


our Lord himſelf has made a Progno- 


ſtic of Hell Fire, to burn human Victims 
to Moloch, as well as the Bodies of 

the Dead. Some think that in this 
| Vale, 
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Vale, the Army of Sennacherib was 
burnt by Fire from the Angel of 
God, and the 75th Pſalm is com- 
pos d on the ſame Occaſion.  _ 

. =-=== n Jewry 7s God known ; 
there brake he the Arrows of the Boz, 
the Sword, and the Battle ; the ſtout- 


| hearted are ſpoil d, they bave ſlept 


their ſleep, and none of the Men of 
might have found their Hands : at 
thy Rebuke, O God of Jacob, both the 
Chariot and Horſe are caſt into a 
dead Sleep : when thou didſt cauſe 
thy Fudgment to be heard from Hea- 


cen; he ſhall cut gf the Spirit of 


Princes, be is terrible to the Kings of 
tbe Barth. | 
ANo THER Preſage of it was the 
conſuming of Sacrifices by Fire, from 
the Beginning of the World ; this was 
aim'd to point out the juſt Deſtiny of 


him that offer d it: that we are Forfei- 
tures in Body and Soul to the Wrath of 


God, and mark'd out as Burnt Offerings 
to his Juſtice: no Type of a fiery Judg- 
ment was more Antient, Perpetual, or 
Univerſal, to give all Men a due Ap- 
prehenſion of the Wrath to come, and 

a Precaution againſt it. 
A Nv ſhall not we, O God, make a 
timely Sacrifice of our Souls and = 
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Service; with an ardent Zeal for thy 


Will, and a Coal from thy Altar, to 


conſume our evil Affections, and kindle 
a laſting Flame of Love to thee, Our 


Sovereign Good, that ſhall give us Spirit 


and Conſtancy in our Duty. 5 

Moss exclaim'd, when the Peſti- 
lence had ſeiz d the Jewiſh Army, that 
the Fire was begun amongſt them; and 
it ceas'd by the Prayer of Phineas: 
Under the New "Teſtament, our Lord 


has aſſur d us, that he will thoroughly 
purge his Floor, and will burn the Chaff 


with Fire unquenchable : The Holy 
Ghoſt deſcended in Tongues as of Fire, 
to ſhew. that as Chriſt was the Light 


of the Gentiles, and the Glory of Hail, 


ſo he was to be the Puniſhment of the 
Gain-ſaver, and the Unrepentting in ano- 
ther World, tho' here, when deſir'd by 
the Diſciples to call for Fire from Hea- 
ven as Elias did, he anſwer'd, 2e 
know not what Spirit ye are of, the Son 
of Man is not come to deftroy Men's 
Lives, but to ſave them. The Lake of 
Fire in the Revelation as a Prophecy 
I might add to the Preſages of the Fire 
of Hell. 
THERE are three Prognoſticks re- 
maining, Which require a Mention; that 
: there 
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there is a Central Fire, in the Bowels 
of the Earth many Appearances of Na- 
ture manifeſt: and that the lower Parts of 
the Earth are call'd Hell, in the ſacred 
Writings, is as certain: but wherever 
the Situation be, the Strength of this 
Omen is not the leſs. Deſcartes thinks 
this Earth was originally a Globe of 
Fire, but afterwards was by degrees 
cruſted over to a great Depth by its pre- 
| ſent Surface and Materials. T 
Tux Fires in the Subterraneous Ca- 
verns of Hecla, Strombolo, and others, 
have ſubſiſted beyond Memory, many 
thouſand Years ; ſometimes the Irruptions 
are violent, and mighty Streams of mel- 
ted Matter are pour'd out from them. 
A noted Star was ſeen in Caſſiopei a, 
which had never appear d before, very 
probably by its inward Fire before co- 
ver d like our Earth, but afterwards 
burſting forth into a bright Luſtre, and 
then totally diſappearing. 'The hot Baths 
likewiſe in ſeyeral Parts of the World 
are an Evidence of this Central Fire, 
inflaming the Beds of Sulphur, and o- 
ther Minerals within, and heating the 
Springs of Water that flow over them. 
Bur this may afford a diſtin Leſ- 
ſon; it is no powerful Charm to faſten 
D | our 
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our Defires to this Planet we tread upon, 
to reflect, that the inward Regions of it 
are call'd Hell, 'and that we daily lie 
upon Beds and walk over Caverns of 

Fire. That our Minutes and Hours do 


not conſume more ſpeedily, than the 


World in which we delight is ever wa- 
ſting by its ſecret Fever; that we do, 
in a literal Senſe, paſs over the Kiln ; the 
Shell of a Furnace; the Wicked, like 
the Graſs on the Houſe-Top, to Day is, 
and 'To-morrow is caſt into the Oven 
beneath : that all the Force of the Seas 
will be unavailing to oppoſe this work- 
ing Power, ſince it will ſometime diſſolve 
all the Frame, and leave no Sea upon 
it; that our darling Earth is not ſo ſolid 
a Thing as we imagine, it is a hollow 
Fire-Ball, whoſe Power has not yet pe- 
netrated to the Surface; that will ſome- 
time afford us the Trial of an Eſcape 
to our Heavenly Country, as by Fire, 
and is a Doctrine in the mean Time of 
Virtue, and religious Circumſpection. 
Bu r leaſt any Diviſion of Nature or 
Part of Revelation ſhould be wanting to 
carry on our View in this Field, the 


Regions above furniſh us with more 


Prognoſticks. Lightening is term'd the 
Fire of God over our Heads, which fell 
1 on 
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on the Houſe of Fob: So of Egypt it 
is ſaid, he gave them Hail-Stones for 
Rain, and Flames of Fire in their Land. 
'Fhis is only more ſpread in that Ap- 
pearance which we ſtyle 4urora Borea- 
lis: The Earth is carry'd at every Point 
of a Circle by a particular hew Impulſe 
of God from falling into the Sun, and 
the Acceſs of thoſe wandring Stars call'd 
Comets may fire it every Moment; for 
we have not yet diſcover d all Comets, 
and know not how ſadden, nor how near 
the Diſtance of ſome may be from our 
Earth at preſent. : 

Txvs you obſerve that the two great 
Books of Divine Inſtruction, thoſe of 
Nature, and of God, open the Flaſhes 
of the Wrath to come, the dreadful 
Glimmerings of the final Sentence. 
3301 of all the Phænomena of Nature 
Lightening is the moſt terrible, and a- 
larming: It is call d the Arrows of God, 
the glittering of his Spear, the bright- 
neſs of his Sword, the burning of his 
Anger: we ought ſometimes to beſtow a 
Meditation upon it, ſince it may ſpeedily 
cut off all Meditation, and as Ezekiel 
phraſes it, Take away the Defire of 
our Eyes with a Stroke. 
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LIxXxE the Scythe of Time, or the 
reſiſtleſs Dart of the King of Terrors, it 
levels all Things and all Perſons. When 
the Pavillion of the God of Hoſts begins 
to move, when he comes flying on the 
Wings of the Wind, and you hear the 
ſhaking of his Tent, and the Noiſe of 
his Tabernacle ; When his Bow 1s put 
into his Hands from the Armory of 
Heaven, and the W heels of his Chariots 
do not tarry : when the Spirits that ani- 
mate them, beſet with Eyes, ſhoot forth 
their Glare: then he thunders with the 
Voice of his Excellency, the Sky ſends 
out a Sound, like the Sound of a ruſhing 
| Hoft, or a Multitude of Waters, his 
Shafts go abroad, fork the dividing 
Clouds, and the "Tempeſt of them be- 
lows thro' the dun Curtains of the broken 
Firmament. His Footſtool, the Earth, 
trembles, becauſe he is Wrath; the Frown 
of his Countenance gives a Shade, a 
Gloom majeſtically ſad to all his Works: 
the Waves of the Sea roar horribly, as 
he treads unſeen the dark Paths of the 
atirighted Deep: Leciathan flies be- 
fore him, and haſtens to creep in the 
Abyſs which no Line can Fathom, or 
hide his monſtrous Bulk in the Coverts 
of the Rocks, where the loweſt ag” 

l of 
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of the Pillars of our World are ſeen, 
and the myſterious Baſis on which the 
Earth ſtands is diſclos d. | 

TAE pale Inhabitants of this ſhaken 
Globe are then in diſmay, when he 
comes to judge and to viſit it with the 
winged Blait of Fire from the Stores of 
his Hand, wherein is the hiding of his 
Power. The Princes cover their Faces, 
the Mighty are aſtoniſh'd, the Stout- 
hearted quiver, the Unbeliever ſeeks 


2 Retreat; but what Retreat can ſhelter 


him from the Storm of Gad? what Locks 
or Bars can defend him from that Pur- 
ſuit ? The Lightening enters the Room, 
like its Lord, when the Doors are ſhut 
and has the neareſt Attribute to Omni- 
preſence, ſince no Place can exclude it. 
Bu T what is that Place, where a 
provok'd Deity lifts up the Lightening 
of his Spear for ever, where it always 


burns, but never to Aſhes, only the 


Flood of Penitence can meet the Thun- 
derbolt, and obedient Piety by yielding, 
breaks it, 

ANoTHER Prognoſtic of Hell-Fire 
is a Fa& recorded by the Eccleſiaſtical 
Hiſtorians, and the Authentickneſs of 
which has been ſhewn (againſt all 
Cayil and Objection) to be, as thus 
| ſlated, 
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ſtated, on the Authority of _Apolli- 
naris, Enſebins, and other Hiſtori- 
ans, not only Chriſtian, but of the Hea- 
thens. „ 3- N 
* THAT when Marcus Antoni nus, 
the Roman Emperor, was engag' d a- 
gainſt the Cuadi in Germany, in a hot 
Summer Seaſon, his Army was encom- 
paſs d in a ſtrait Place, and was unable 
to retreat, or go forward; the Enemy 
before, and an inſuperable Barricade 
behind them, without Water for Man 
and Beaſt, and in Danger of Famine. 
On the Prayers of the Chriſtian Sol- 
diers, a kindly Shower fell on the Ro- 
man Army, and a mighty Storm of 
Hail and Fire, (according to the Ro- 
man Writer himſelf, Dio) deſtroy'd or 
difpers'd the Adverſary. 
- Tnrs bears a Reſemblance with 
one Plague ſent on Pharaoh, above hin- 
ted; and is a freſh Event, concurring 
with the like in former Ages, to 
ſtrengthen the Apprehenſion of a fiery 
Puniſhment in the World to come, for 
the like Hardneſs of Heart and Unbe- 
lief, of which the Sufferers by this 


TP Rx laſt prophetic Inſtance of this 
kind, appears in the Life of Julian 
the 
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the Apoſtate, attempting to rebuild a 


Temple of Feruſ/alem, in Malice to 


Chriſtianity : Balls of Fire iflued from 
the Ground, as they were digging up 
the F oundations, which entirely obſtruc- 
ted the Work, Ammianus Marcelli- 
nus, a Roman Hiſtorian, a Friend to 
Julian, is the Voucher of this Fact, 
and with this I cloſe the Hiſtory of thoſe 
Warnings of Eternal Fire, which have 
a prophetic Sanction of the future Rea- 
lity, by their Nature, their Frequency, 
their Diſtance in Time and Place, 
and yet their wonderful Series, Con- 
nexion, and n to the ſame Ac- 
compliſnment. 4 
Max we not ex ce the Truth 
of the Parallel by — powen it! Let 
not the Atheiſt incur the Woe, by ral- 
lying its Fear. Can he call in queſtion 
the Facts now cited? Does not each 
prove a fiery. Puniſhment here ? and 
when the ſame is threaten'd hereafter, 
are not theſe Examples, Fore-runners, 
during the Space of many Thouſand 
Years 2 Do they doubt of the burning 
of Sodom and Gomorrha ? Hiſtorians 
whom they admit, who never receiv d 
a Revelation, atteſt it. 7. yre and Sidon 
yet ſubſiſt, according to Chrif s Word; 

Corazin 
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Corazin and Bethſaida, according to 

the ſame Word, are reduc'd to nothing; 

' Capernaum, according to the ſame 
Word, is only a few wretched Cabins; 
which are rather Graves than Houſes, 
WII I they doubt the Deſtruction of 
Feruſalem, and the Predictions of Chriſt 
about it, Forty Years before: they are 
now fulfill'd: the Jews are diſpers'd, and 
as Chriſt foretold, the Heathens, the 
Chineſe and Indians, all the Gentiles, 
have ſhewn a greater Readineſs to the 
Faith, than themſelves: The Jews not 
| believing, proves they ought to believe, 
proves Chriſt true ; for he foretold their 
Infidelity and Diſperſion. - 1 Ia 
T ESE Prognoſticks are atteſted by 
Perſons out of the Chriſtian Pale: Let 
this make a lively Impreſſion upon us. 
Conſcience is a Thing naturally ſerious: 
nothing but the wilful Hardneſs of the 
Heart can withſtand it. God has done 
for us all that ſuits his Wiſdom and 
Mercy: He is good and compaſlionate, 
{low to Anger, and of great Pity : He 
deals not with us as we deſerve, but his 
Goodneſs extends to Infinity : He has 
bleſs d us with all ſpiritual Bleſſings in 
Jeſus Chriſt ; it is our Part to anſwer 
theſe Graces and Privileges ; to make a 


Re- 


* 
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Requital in Proportion to theſe Benefits: 
Therefore, for the Intereſt of our Salva- 
tion, by a Principle of Honour and Ge- 
neroſity; of Gratitude, Duty and Incli- 


nation ; let us be faithful to the Goſpel, 
and its Laws, if we will avoid the juſt 
Puniſhment, the fiery Indignation that 
ſhall devour the Adverſary. 1 
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